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is is a special issue devoted to the 
held in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, from August 
This issue contains eight papers. Seven of them 
of the papers presented in a short form in the Proceedings o
by Springer as Volume 233 of the Lecture Notes 
the paper by W. Skarbek, is published for the first time. The inclusion of this paper 
into the MF’CS’86 Proceedings was not possible due to the very slow mail. 
The papers in this issue reflect he variety of topics presented at M%%S’86. It has 
been a tradition for long time that the scientific programs of FCS meetings con&t 
of two parts: 
(i) Quite a few (11-18) of invited papers presenting either the state-of-the-art 
surveys of some currently important research areas or/and a thorough presentation 
of very recent results of some prominent specialists; 
(ii) About 45 submitted papers selected from submissions from all over the world 
by the International Programme Committee. The M%%S’86 Programme Committee 
consisted of the following members: A. Adachi (Tokio), G. Ausiello (Rome), E. 
Berger (Pisa), L. Budach (Berlin), J.W. de Bakker (Amsterdam), A.P. Ershov 
(Novosibirsk), R . Freivalds (Riga), T. Gergely (Budapest), J. Gruska (Bratislava)- 
chairman, I. Guessarian (Paris), P. Hajek (Prague), M. Nivat (Paris), T. Ottmann 
(Karlsruhe), F.P. Preparata (Urbana), H. Rasiowa (Warsaw), B. Rovan (Bratislava), 
A. Salomaa (Turku), I.H. Sudborough (Richardson), J. van Leeuwen (Utrecht), E. 
Wagner (Yorktown Heights), W. Wechler (Dresden), J. Wiedermann (Bratislava), 
D. Wood (Waterloo). 
This issue contains the full version of the invited paper by M. Broy, and full 
presentation of some of new results from invited survey papers by 0. Ibarra and 
FM. Ablyv. Moreover, it contains full versions of the submitted papers duz to J. 
HromkoviZ, S.P. Jukna, J. Tarhio and E. Ukkonen, W. Kuich, and 
These papers have been selected from the best original papers that h 
submitted for publication yet. Another goal of the selection process was to present 
papers from various research areas while considering eographic distribution of the 
authors. Of course, only a very limited number of papers atisfying the high quality 
criterion could have been chosen. 
A few words on the contents of papers presented in this issue are in place. In M 
Broy’s extensive paper Equational specijicartion f partial higher-order algebras the 
theory of abstract data types has been further developed. 
theoretical framework for an equational approach to nonstrict 
objects in abstract y higher-order fu 
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zation is used in the paper 
of “inner information”’ or ‘~tropy’” of fkite objects. Le7wer 
py ~IFX~L~ embeddings of circuits into 
the more rsttiCted ones. 
pro~dure and on the dy heuristic for finding 
on of the notion of prfncipal cones of context-frt’ee 
in his paper Generuring ordered trees presents a new algorithm 
the Guest Editor of this special issue I am very much indebted to all authors 
aurice ?3vat’s nice offer 
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